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Government of India
e =R /North Block

72 feeeit/New Delhi

It is a matter of pride and satisfaction that Civil Defence and Home Guards, the
twin statutory voluntary organizations, dedicated to the service of the nation, shall be
Celebrating their 59 Raising Day on 06th December 2021.

2. Volunteers of Civil Defence and Home Guards organizations play a vital role
in harnessing community effort at the time of crisis and render valuable service to the
nation by extending support to Armed Forces, maintaining law and order and
providing relief to the victims of natural disasters/calamities and hardships. Their
selfless service rendered during COVID 19 pandemic and support to local/state
administration emerged as a real force multiplier'.

3 I am confident that the courage, discipline and sense of dedication of all those
associated with Civil Defence and Home Guards will enable them to serve our

country with greater zeal and enthusiasm in pursuance of their motto 3] Hd fgd X"

and " 41" respectively.

4 I extend my heartiest greetings to the members of Civil Defence andHome
Guards Organizations on the occasion of their Raising Day on06th December 2021

and wish them all the success in their future endeavours.
yo v s"\

Ajay Bhalla

Place New Delhi
Dated 10.11.2021
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Ministry of Home affairs, Govt. of India
East Block-VII, Level-7, R.K. Puram
New Delhi-110066
Phone: 011-26712851/26715303
Email: dgfscdhg@gmail.com
dg@dgfscdhg.gov.in

DO No VI-32012/2/2015-DGCD (HG) Dated; November, 2021
Message

I am happy to know that the Civil Defence and Home Guards Organizations
are celebrating their 59th Annual Day on 6th December, 2021

The Civil fence Organization has, over the years, rendered valuable service
inthe spirit of voluntarism in a variety of different emergent situations and disasters,
etc.Keeping in view the multifarious challenges facing the society and nation, there
isconsiderable scope to further harness the potential of this important organization,
and,steps are underway towards this end.

The Home Guards Organization has for long been rendering valuable support
inthe spheres of maintenance of law and order and security including performance
ofvariety of duties and tasks during important events and occasions like election,
majorfairs and festivals, etc Even here, we need to see how the potential of the
organizationand its members can be still more meaningfully utilized.

On the occasion of their Annual Day I extend to the members of both the
organizations, greetings and best wishes, and hope that they will work with renewed
dedication to further their tradition and upholding the motto of "Selfless Service” to
the nation and society.

(Taj Hassan)

Fire Services, Civil Defence & Homeguards
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A walking tour is the best way of enjoying the hills, of being with them, of
nurturing them and above all of making them our best friends forever. One can
watch landscapes in many ways, with watching from a moving railway train
being the most vivid and exciting. However that being a remote possibility in
the hills, a walking tour becomes not only imperative but also an accessory, for
then one not only enjoys the picturesque glory of the hills but also imbibes in
one a sense of adventure, a will to enquire, a spirit of hope and a jolly humor. )
And when one has walked for a longer time- say a trek from morning to the Ll o Aokl
the peaceful rest and spiritual replenishments.

Alas! Only a few can understand and participate in these little joys of being with the hills, for, either
they would be lounging on recliners or drinking their wine in crystal cut glasses or there would still
be a few who would be climbing at five miles an hour! Only to get tired and huff and puff their way
to extreme moroseness leading to cursing the steepness and the rarefied air for their discomfiture.
Hills are for those who seek the pleasure of the climb without seeking a reward, where pleasure
leads to more pleasure and the chain never ends. Itis this which only a few understand and fewer
practice. The over-walker is certainly not for the hills and he will soon be disenchanted- as the
proverb goes-who goes further fares worse.

Now if one seeks pleasure from a walk in the hills one is recommended to undertake it alone and
notturnitinto a picnic of sorts by taking along a bunch of your friends, after all it is freedom you are
seeking and going with anybody else shall jeopardize the very essence of freedom; for you should
be free to walk or stop, to take a turn where you wish to, to sit on a stone or soft earth whenever you
feel like , to inhale the fresh mountain air, to be quiet and avoid walking with talking. You would
then be like the empiricist and let your thoughts take the color of what you see and feel. There

AD, LBSNAA Mussoorie/
evening- one can then put off one's knapsack, hang one's boots and recline to Sr. Staff Officer Homeguardsu

the chirping of the mountain birds and the hummlng
of the springy insects.The intoxication of the hills
should silently seep into your being, forcing you to
surrender your reasoning abilities for the 'profound
andthe ethereal'.

The hills have the knack of sucking out one's
anxieties and worries. One becomes wordless in the
lap of the nature and the mind is numbed into
submission and one is overwhelmed with a disdain
for the ordinary and is enchanted with the glory of
the extra-ordinary. The epiphanyis complete!

On Hazlitt's own confession, from his essay 'On going
a journey', which is a compulsory read for those
seeking the mountains- 'Give me the clear blue sky
over my head," he wrote. 'And the green turf
beneath my feet, a winding road before me, and a
three hour's march to dinner-and then to thinking! It
is hard if | cannot start some game on those lone
health. Ilaugh, Irun, I leap, | sing for joy.'

Seasons are like a chimera, or a magic of sorts when
it comes to the hills. After the brooding rains and an
opaque fog that engulfs the hills like an embryonic
sheath, keeping one indoors for most of the time,

Of the
: ; d clouds,
Ilghtmng an under autumn beckons
and suddenlythere is an overbearing
silence which hangs over the hills and
the streams and the pale skies and is
carried by a lazy wind. The blithe glow
that the hills emerge from is like halo
across the skies. Everything is a new
born child; trees, shrubs, grass, streams,
ponds, insects, wishes!
Earth being pretentiously sentimental
like a new bride leaving her home to
seek, built a new one, like a bird building
nests to lay eggs and eager to welcome a
new generation.
Now it is a life of outdoors in the sweet
scented air, crystal hills and glassy
waters with the sky reflecting in them
like a blue carpet. One can pluck a blue
Hydrangea and hold it across the skies
with one eye closed, finding the bluer
one. Then there are baby cauliflowers
and cabbages, bursting with reluctance




and Peas' climbers with baby peas' fruits without the
peas, and large leafy vegetables, growing like a messy
shrub. Huge pumpkins, the harvest of the monsoons, rest
on the roofs of the houses waiting to ripen into huge
fireballs.

One can stand amongst the dahlias, admiring the red,
purple and the yellow bursts, a few dew soaked
hydrangeas peep like bathed children. And a few
monsoon lilies defy the season and rebel in their own way.
The hedge is over grown and waiting to be sheared and
the treesin dire need of lopping.

Soon there are fall leaves strewn along the pathway; tired,
limp brown leaves. More would follow needing a broom
and then a fire with scented smoke of pine needles,
deodar and fir leaves. It is this season, of all seasons that
invites the nature lovers to explore the glory of the hills
and take a detour from one's city bred existence and
move closer to nature.

The winters come stealthily, calmly, like a stinging serpent
with its long, dark nights and the temperature dips.
Woolens are out, so is the cackling fire and many a cuppa
of steaming tea. One can now reflect on the year gone by
and prepare for the new one to make a glorious entrance.
Then there is the motherly warmth of the sun and many a
hours can just be whiled away sitting under it and
munching on bagful of peanuts. How would one pass
wintersin the hillsif there were no sun!

And snow! For before the calendar changes there is the
inevitable snow fall, with cottony flakes turning the
verdant surrounding into a white glory. When one walks
the ground it feels like a velvet and if there is an overnight
dew which has frozen, then the crunchy sound echoes in
the early morning quietness as one saunters with an
ornate walking stick in hand, invariably whistling to keep
oneself warm! Ah! What to say of such wonderful
scenery, the God having painted it and blessed mankind.
That is then with the hills, they are throbbing specimen of
life and its little reflections, of innate vitality and a
philosopher's quest for truth, of the unfolding of a drama
that nature plays for you and of the sublime
understanding of one's self.

| for one am, presently sitting on my window sill, with my
feet up, the day's job done and watching the ponies pass
by on a gravel path, as their master hums a pahadi song.."'
Bedu pako bara masa. Kafaal paki chaita,merichaila..’
The lilting folk song takes me to the summer that is about
to knock upon and open new vistas for me to explore,
enjoy and perhaps, learn... and admit that my romance
with the hills shall never grow archaic, never grow old.

3 3% %
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SOCIAL MEDIA- MISINFORMATION
AND SOCIAL (DIS) HARMONY

“The wise man beholds all beings in the self and the self in all beings; for that reason
he does not hate anyone”- Isha Upanishad. ' ' ' Nitin Kakerwal

At the heart of the present predicament regarding the survival and peaceful  pc. Almora
existence of mankind is inter-alia, social (dis)harmony. This social disharmony aspect-
which is instigated by vested interests using fabricated divides of religion, race, caste, ethnicity etc and
accentuated by modern tools of humans ingenuity i.e. internet, social media etc- has undermined, to a
perceptible extent, human synergy and cooperation.

In my view, dealing with the issue is an utmost imperative at present juncture of history, lest we are
willing to part with socially stable and functional organisation of human beings.To not acknowledge the
intensity and magnitude of the problems or downplay its consequences or to shrug off our “personal”
responsibility using collective or governmental responsibility as an alibi, is to proverbially put our head in
the sand like an ostrich or to ignore the elephant in the room, which will inevitably crush us, sooner or later.

The scale at which the dynamics of social (dis)harmony play out transcends individual perception
and stake. Advertently or not, our actions, though seemingly benign, contribute to the problem. Thus, the
incongruity in terms of individual actions, for eg- forwarding potentially inflammatory (while not
discounting conscious lack of efforts) and the collective loss suffered, vis. hate violence, vigilantism, etc
makes dealing with the issue both complex and imperative. However, all is not gloomy and like other crises
which mankind has confronted, there is scope for undoing the damage and individual actions play a
significantrole.

Social media

While in this age of information and technology, social media plays an important role in
disseminating information and connecting people, its misuse and fallouts cannot be discounted. While
ushering an era of diminishing distances and connectedness, its misuse has led to growing social divides,
conflicts and disharmony too. In essence, it has been a double edged sword.

Forms

Social media operates at both mass (facebook, instagram, twitter etc) and personal (whatsapp,
telegram etc) level. The reach and influence of both these forms is unparalleled, and because of this defining
characteristic, itis vulnerable to misuse and causing harm.

Theissue

The expanse of mobile networks and internet has made reaching thousands and lakhs of users in a
short period of time using social media a reality. But the main issue surrounding social media is that the
nature of content can be unverified and unchecked, and using tools of persuasion and human ingenuity, can
be cloaked in the form of genuine content. The anonymity surrounding the originator of such information
and lack of disincentive structure/ penalty around such fake content is often used by unruly elements to
spread misinformation to advance propaganda, conspiracy theories and violence. Lack of fact checking is
also a major issue. A recent whistleblower leak has revealed that Facebook inadequately invests in fact
checking on its platform when it comes to non-English languages, including Hindi and Bengali. TO put in
perspective, 90% of fact checking funds are reserved for US users, which constitute only 10% of Facebook's
user base. Thus the lack of non-english language classifiers is a big issue and there is a need to both underline
and understand the risks that social media poses in such an unregulated environment.

Instances

Incidents abound which only underscore the extent to which social media poses a challenge and threat to
stability and harmony of human society. The 2013 Muzzaffarnagar riots were instigated over social media.
Social media has become a platform for radicalization and misinformation which ultimately lead to violence
and hatred. No wonder, terrorist propaganda, planning and attacks have been streamlined using messaging
apps like telegram. Unverified and potentially harmful medical advice can also be found over “forwarded”
messages on social media; for eg- some people in South Africa died after consuming dettol, thinking it to be
an antidote against COVID. A latest internal report by Facebook has concluded that excessive use of
Instagram has led to deep psychological impact on children, of which body shaming and self loathing are
worth noting. Facebook is abound with videos of gory violence, molestation too. A test account created by
one of the internal researchers in Facebook India revealed that the account was flooded with gore, violence,
and politically charged content within weeks of use, implying that the algorithms used by Facebook are
inadequate to tackle such issues. It is also pertinent to note that misinformation surrounding vaccination an
Covid treatment has led to vaccine hesitancy in US, Europe and also to some extent, India, which is a big
obstacle in containing a global pandemic.

Election rigging and manipulated political opinions is another big issue,whether in the US, India or




elsewhere. Democracy works on the principle of informed consent and a social atmosphere thriving on
misinformation and fake news is surely a threat to it. Thus such misuse of social media is antithetical to
democratic ethos.

Reasons for misinformation/fake news/content

In most cases, reasons behind people circulating fake content/mis-information (as an originator) are
politico-ideological, business interests and in some cases, just for fun. THe National Crime Record Bureau
data reveals that there has been a three fold increase in false/fake news related crimes under IPC from 2019
t0 2020. Thus, it can be inferred that use of social media to drive selfish and motivated ends has increased in
the recent past.

The solution

All this is not to say that social media is evil. It has been a revolution in a sense that it has connected
people, has brought a human touch to otherwise formal communication, has been an enabler of human free
speech and expression, provided economic avenues to people etc. It was used to mobilize resources during
the ferocious second wave of Covid. But at the same time, the unregulated and unchartered environment of
its use and misuse has also led to
Threat to peace and harmony

Erosion of rational faculties; since most of fake-news/mis-information is unscientific, conspiracy-
based, propaganda driven.

Creation of unnecessary divides in society

Injustice to future generations; since a social environment we create today is an environment that
will be inherited by our future generations.

In such a scenario, where stakeholders viz. Social media companies, governments, users are many,
the responsibility of steering clean social media of this menace lies with everyone. The debate on self
regulation vs government regulation of social media is contentious since it impinges on issues of free
speech, state surveillance and suppression of undesirable content/dissent. While it is evident from recent
events and whistleblower accounts that social media companies have not been hitherto up to the mark in
controlling the menace of fake news and misinformation and governments (despite good intention) are
viewed with suspicion when it comes to regulating social media, “WE” as users of social media can and
should play an important role in curbing this menace (and realize the true potential of social media as an
enabler of human speech, expression and connection).

Thus, while measures such as legislations regulating social media intermediaries, eg- Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Social Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, institutionalization of
language classifiers and Artificial Intelligence based content flagging by social media companies, fake news
as part of education curriculum (such as in Italy) as well as involving academia and startups in fact checking
are institutional and imperative measures, we need to take note that it is the actions of the users that will be
critical and also to the success of these institutional measures.

Article S1A(h) of the Constitution lists the requirement of scientific temper, humanism and spirit of
enquiry and reform as fundamental duty of the citizens. Though not a legally binding requirement, the
provision embodies the characteristics expected of aware and compassionate citizens of a democratic
republic. We need to cultivate this very sense of questioning, the critical aspect of rational human progress.
As aware and responsible citizens, the onus lies on each one of us to counter misinformation. It is also
pertinent because historically, all societies have progressed on the back of rational and scientific outlook and
misinformation/fake news (generally grounded on lack of evidence, fabricated facts and divisive
propaganda) is an impediment for such a vision of society.

As individuals, it is our duty to verify whatever information or the source we are consuming or
referring to. We can do this through traditional cross checking with standard sources, emailing the
person/institution concerned or as simply as through a reverse google image search. Also, the most authentic
way to access information is following legitimate channels like PIB, government websites etc.

To conclude, as is said of the sword that it does not kill people, rather it is a tool in the killer’s hands,
the same is true for social media. It is both a boon and bane depending on the context in which it is
used/deployed. As argued, it has been misused by vested interests to create social divides, sow disharmony
as well as been an impediment to a rational modern outlook. However, the revolutionary potentlal of social
media in the form of facilitating communication reach, opening socio-economic avenues etc cannot be
overstated. We, as individuals need to get rid of the menace of misinformation and unverified content on
social media to realize its fullest potential. Concluding, the question here relates to not just how we
“presently” stand to lose in a scenario where fake news/misinformation/misuse of social media vitiates
socio-politico-economic environment but also being just and fair to future generations, since a society we
create is the one they inherit. And no one would be an exception to this.
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vital services and facilities that have been destroyed or

damaged by disaster. During the second wave of Corona
Pandemic Civil defence volunteers helped covid patients in free
distribution of food and medicines, helped in arranging oxygen
and donated blood, helped covid patients in getting hospital
beds, checked social distancing in colonies and helped in
sanitization work. Civil defence volunteers also helped
government in doing last ceremony of Covid patients,
distribution of ration kit to needy families. Civil Defence
volunteers get Fire Fighting Tips from Fire office on different
occasions that helps in fire rescue operations. Team Civil
Defence also get exposed to mock drills like rescue at Rispana
river. Civil Defence Volunteers celebrated International Yoga
Day by performing yoga, celebrated Harela Parv by planting
trees and celebrated national festivals. Civil Defence Volunteers
have organised many Blood donation camps and Free Covid
Vaccination camps. Civil Defence supports the frontline
emergency services in dealing with severe weather like helping
people suffering from heavy rain or searching for missing
people. Civil Defence volunteer are expected to be the first
responders in case of disaster situations or hostile enemy
attacks....Dr Vishwa Raman.. Divisional Warden. (North)
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E-mail: cghgeduk@gmail.com
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